Case.?G. B., a boy, aged ir, was sent to me in January 1920, by Dr John M'Gibbon, with the history that since the age of one year he had had swelling of the abdomen. In infancy and early childhood he suffered from constipation, but, apart from the fact that the swelling of the abdomen prevented his running about like other boys, he had been in fair health and attended school regularly. For a boy of his years he was unusually bright and well-informed. The doctor was consulted a year ago, and diagnosed the condition as tuberculous peritonitis with ascites, advising general anti-tuberculous treatment. No improvement having taken place, the patient was sent to me with a view to operation.
On examination, the boy appeared small for his age. The abdomen was much swollen; on percussion there was dullness from the pubes to the costal margin continuous with the hepatic dullness, the only tympanitic area being in the left hypochondrium. The upper limit of liver dullness was in the third interspace, the apex beat was in the fourth interspace in the nipple line when the patient was in the erect posture, but, when he assumed the recumbent posture, it was palpable in the third interspace. The 
